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OCEAN FAMILY
FOUNDATION

WELCOME TO OCEAN
FAMILY FOUNDATION!

Our founding families are passionate about the world’s oceans
and feel an energised responsibility to contribute positively
towards conserving our life supporting system. We fund an
ever growing and diverse portfolio of marine conservation
programmes around the world.

“| feel it is our responsibility as a family to protect our ocean
to the best of our ability as we have been enjoying her all our
lives.”

-Peter Dubens, Trustee of Ocean Family Foundation

“Every time | slip into the Ocean, | am filled with admiration at
the wonder and beauty of the nature that calls it home. It brings
Jjoy to the soul and | want all future generations to experience
this. We must save our ocean, it’s the only one we have.”
-Matthew Riley, Founding member of Ocean Family Foundation

“We are choosing to act now and, through exposure and
connection, it’s possible the next generation will choose
carefully and be the behavioural shift natures is telling
us it needs. Our children can truly be the protectors and
solutionaries.”

-Jessica Getty, Trustee of Ocean Family Foundation

Committed to Boat International’s Ocean Talks since their
begining, we are thrilled to sponsor this year’s event which
brings yacht owners, builders, suppliers and designers together
with champions of marine conservation to present, exhibit and
network.

Through Ocean Talks, Ocean Family Foundation is thrilled to
inspire action and highlight the vital connection between us as
humanity and our marine biome.

JOIN US IN THE OCEAN ON INSTAGRAM:

@OCEANFAMILYFOUNDATION

Ocean Family Foundation

NORTH SAILS

NORTH SAILS GENEROUSLY
SUPPORTS OCEAN FAMILY
FOUNDATION AS PART OF
THEIR POSITIVE OCEAN
JOURNEY

At North Sails, sustainability is woven into everything we do. In
2024, we’ve made meaningful strides towards becoming Ocean
Positive and championing responsible innovation:

SUSTAINABLE COLLECTIONS: 80% of our cotton is
organically grown, 34% of our wool uses recycled content, and
over 94% of synthetic fibres come from recycled materials.
We’ve launched several upcycled styles in our FW24 kidswear
line, creatively reusing materials to reduce waste.

INNOVATIVE PARTNERSHIPS: Through our collaboration
with 727 Sailbags, we’'ve recycled 1,750 square meters of
discarded sails into stylish bags, giving materials a valuable
second life.

North Sails

RENEWABLE ENERGY: Installed solar systems at our
facilities, producing over 1.39 million kWh of clean energy
annually and cutting our carbon emissions by 642 tons per year.

AWARD-WINNING INNOVATION: Our North Sails NPL
RENEW sailcloth, made from over 90% sustainable materials,
proudly won the prestigious 2024 DAME Design Award.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: We organized impactful
events for World Oceans Day in Milan and a memorable
America’s Cup event in Barcelona alongside Oceana, raising
awareness for ocean conservation.

VOLUNTEER INITIATIVES: Employees participated in
beach clean-ups and volunteered with Opera San Francesco,
actively supporting community and environmental well-being.

TOGETHER, WE SAIL TOWARD A CLEANER OCEAN
AND A BETTER TOMORROW.

@NORTHSAILS
@ NORTHsAILs.cOM






A PLASTIC PLANET

2025 1S SET TO BE
ANOTHER YEAR

OF FOCUSED HIGH
IMPACT ACTION FOR
A PLASTIC PLANET

Focusing on catalysing governments and industry by
highlighting the plastic crisis as a gateway to so much of our
poly-crisis, exposing risk for stakeholders who resist change
and giving a global stage for the expert scientists to share the
irrefutable evidence of the human health impact of micro/
nano-plastics and the thousands of chemicals that comprise
plastic in its many useful forms. A Plastic Planet has created
events at many of the UN Global Plastics Treaty negotiations,
always standing beside the scientists to ensure their decades
of research are included in all dialogues as this important
Treaty nears conclusion. A Plastic Planet’s work on solutions
reaches another level with a partnership with NBCo, the team
who empowered Apple and other technology businesses to
replace all plastic packaging. NBCo have now taken their deep
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experience in premium molded fibre technology to address
one of our biggest global challenges - the 600 billion plastic
bottles produced annually.

A Plastic Planet are accelerating R+D and industry adoption
through their connections, bringing the NBCo team to the
Economist World Ocean Summit and UN Ocean Conference
after launching the new fibre bottle at WEF Davos in January.
A global challenge solution deserves global attention.

The worldwide solutions platform, PlasticFree, is now available
to students for free, with a longer term plan to take the payment
wall down permanently to ramp up usage and impact and

allow LLMs/ai to upskill their knowledge on human-verified
PlasticFree materials and systems. Constantly pro-business and
pro-solution, A Plastic Planet will also be hosting a major event
in partnership with Economist Impact, NYU and Global Citizen
in NY Climate Week, bringing innovators and scientists together
with industry and policy makers to accelerate investment to
scale a new future of Nature positive regenerative materials.

@APLASTICPLANET
@ APLASTICPLANET.COM

A Plastic Planet / PlasticFree / Plastic Heath Council
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CITTADINI
PER LARIA

CITTADINI PER L’ARIA

IS AN NGO FOUNDED BY
CITIZENS COMMITTED TO
DEFENDING THE RIGHT TO
BREATHE CLEAN AIR

Air quality is non-negotiable, as it is essential to life itself. The
damage it causes to people and the environment is huge.

Over the years, Cittadini per I’Aria has built an extensive
network of active citizens and local NGOs across Italian

port cities, working to cut ship emissions. Alongside a broad
European coalition of NGOs, it also advocates for the adoption
of a comprehensive Emission Control Area (ECA) for the
Mediterranean Sea — expanding beyond the Sulphur limits
that came into effect on May 1, 2025 - as well as pushing for
regulations on Nitrogen Oxides (Nox) and Particulate Matter.
The organisation also leads citizen science campaigns in ports
and takes part in legislative processes to improve national and
international regulations on shipping emissions.

Cittadini Per L’Aria

CURRENT PROJECTS

. Coordinating the network of Italian port city groups and
supporting local committees in their efforts to reduce
shipping emissions.

. Advocating for the expansion of the recently enacted
Sulphur Emission Control Area in the Mediterranean to
include Nitrogen Oxides and Particulate Matter.

o Ongoing efforts to ban the use of Exhaust Gas Cleaning
Systems (EGCS or “scrubbers”) — equipment increasingly
used by shipowners to reduce air emissions. These systems
rely on seawater to filter pollutants, but the resulting toxic
discharge is released back into the ocean, causing serious
harm to marine ecosystems.

. Filing a formal request to the European Commission
to launch infringement proceedings against Italy over
insufficient controls on shipping emissions.

3 Participating in Barcelona Convention MAP Partners
working groups and IMO/REMPEC events focused on
reducing pollution in the Mediterranean.

@CITIZENSFORAIR
@ CITTADINIPERLARIA.ORG




Med
Gardens

FUNDACION CLEANWAVE

CLEANWAVE FOUNDATION
- REGENERATING THE
MEDITERRANEAN WITH A
HOLISTIC VISION

At Cleanwave Foundation, we work towards a healthier, more
resilient Mediterranean through a holistic, regenerative approach
built on three interconnected pillars: marine restoration,
environmental education, and single-use plastic reduction.
Together, these programs support the protection, conservation,
and stewardship of marine ecosystems at their roots.

Our community-led marine restoration initiative, MedGardens,
took a major leap forward in 2024. We are now developing an
action plan to restore Portocolom, the largest shallow bay active
and restoration site in Spain. The project is grounded in science
(doing the right thing), driven by technology (doing things
right), and guided by the community (making it last).

Thanks to a grant from the EU Mission Ocean, we have
implemented the DESSIN framework to quantify the local
economic value of restored habitats — adding to their intrinsic
ecological worth. Looking ahead, we are preparing to launch
the first marine biodiversity credits in the Mediterranean, in
collaboration with SeaTrees, creating a scalable, regenerative
financing model for marine restoration.

In parallel, we continue to educate the next generation through
education programmes in public schools, and support over 100
events annually with our plastic-free water solutions and circular
reusable cups, preventing millions of single-use items.

We believe true transformation starts locally and grows through
collaboration. We are deeply grateful for the support received
to date and look forward to continuing this journey at this
exciting and impactful stage of growth.

@CLEANWAVEFOUNDATION
@ CLEANWAVEFOUNDATION.ORG/EN

Cleanwave




FINAL STRAW
FOUNDATION

FINAL STRAW FOUNDATION
CONTINVUED ITS MISSION
TO PROTECT OUR
COASTLINES, INSPIRE
FUTURE GENERATIONS,
AND CHALLENGE
UNSUSTAINABLE HABITS

Thanks to our dedicated volunteers, engaged students, and
community support, we have made a real difference. 1,782
volunteers gave over 3,000 hours of their time, removing more
than 2,500 kilograms of litter from our coastlines, between
Southampton and Worthing. Every piece collected is a step
towards a cleaner, healthier ocean.

Our Educational Outreach Programme goes from strength to
strength. 2024 saw our most impactful year to date, we delivered
18 assemblies, 44 workshops, and 7 beach cleans, reaching nearly
3,000 pupils across 31 schools. By educating young minds,

we foster lifelong environmental advocates. Nearly 10,000
students took part in our Plastic-Free Day, pledging to reduce
single-use plastics, organising litter picks, and learning how
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pollution impacts our marine ecosystems. Their enthusiasm and
commitment give us hope for a more sustainable future.

Our Borrow Bags Scheme works by repurposing pre-loved fabric,
saving it from landfill. Volunteers sew reusable fabric bags to be
given out in place of plastic bags, reducing both fabric and plastic
waste. This project alone replaced an estimated 100,000 single-
use plastic bags in just one year, proving that small actions lead
to big change.

Over the past year, we have partnered with over 50 businesses,
NGOs, local government teams, educational institutions, and
other organisations. By working together, we amplify our impact,
avoid duplication, and strengthen our reach. Collaboration is

at the heart of what we do. Together, we are stronger, more
effective, and constantly inspired by those we meet along the
way. This year’s achievements are a testament to the power of
community action.

With every volunteer, every student, and every conversation we
are pushing towards a future where plastic pollution is a thing of
the past. Let’s keep making waves for a cleaner planet!

@FINALSTRAWFOUNDATION
0 FINALSTRAWFOUNDATION.ORG

Final Straw Foundation

ifaw

HEADING TO THE WATER?
HELP PROTECT WHALES
AND TAKE A SAFER ROUTE

Whales around the world are threatened by collisions with
boats - known as vessel strikes, which often result in severe
injury or death. Steering international shipping lanes away

from whale habitats and slowing vessel speeds are the most
effective solutions to addressing this threat. The whale alert app
is designed to help avoid collisions between ships and whales.
You can keep the ocean safe for whales around the world by
downloading the Whale Alert app. Whale Alert is now available
in Europe in English, French and Spanish. For both Android and
Apple devices.

The app displays areas with regulations, so users are made
aware of speed limits, seasonal restrictions, cetacean
sanctuaries, and other rules in place to protect whales. App
users - including recreational boaters, professional crews,
scientists, and volunteer networks - can report whale sightings
in a simple and free interface. Reporting a whale sighting in the
app creates an alert for other users in the area. Mariners can
access a user-friendly tool that displays whale ‘safety zones’.
Whale Alert also connects first responders to reports of dead or
distressed marine mammals in real time.

ifaw

IFAW MARINE MAMMAL RESCUE (MMR) - SAVES
LIVES AND ADVANCES RESEARCH.

Uniquely positioned on Cape Cod, MA, a global dolphin
stranding hotspot with the highest frequency of mass strandings
anywhere in the world, the IFAW team has established response
techniques that significantly increase stranded animals’ chances
of survival. In the late 1990s, we could release only 1in 10
rescued dolphins. Today, we release 7 in 10 - and we are always
striving to improve. With innovative scientific research, fresh
thinking, and bold action, we challenged how marine mammal
rescue was done and changed the fate of countless stranded
animals. For example, in the early days, most organisations
believed that releasing a single animal from a social species
would result in its certain death. Our satellite tracking
technology proved that healthy, individually stranded dolphins
can successfully reintegrate into a pod and survive. The team’s
expertise, willingness to brave the elements, and boundless
compassion have been instrumental in our success. Now, we
share our knowledge with partners around the world and offer
courses through IFAW’s Academy of Rescue and Conservation.

@IFAWGLOBAL
@ IFAW.ORG/INTERNATIONAL
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OCEANA

OCEANA: DRIVING
OCEAN PROTECTION
WITH DECISION-MAKERS,
FISHERS, SCIENTISTS
AND THE PUBLIC

Bold, science-based advocacy works - and Oceana proved it
last year with several significant campaign achievements.

ENGAGING PEOPLE AGAINST DESTRUCTIVE FISHING
IN PROTECTED AREAS

Tackling destructive fishing practices is central to Oceana’s
mission. Among these, bottom trawling is a method that
devastates the seafloor. The marine conservation organisation
is campaigning to ban it in Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). Last
year, North Sails and Oceana partnered at the America’s Cup to
raise awareness in a creative and engaging way. Guests enjoyed
an ocean-themed event featuring stunning underwater footage,
expert talks, and a special tapa by Michelin-starred chef Jordi
Artal. Going further, Oceana and its allies launched a EU-wide
campaign that exposed the true extent of this harmful practice.
The campaign gathered thousands of signatures calling for a
ban on bottom trawling in MPAs, and it’s now up to decision
makers to turn it into reality!

Oceana

MAJOR VICTORIES FOR MARINE LIFE

We celebrated several policy wins. Progress was made towards
more sustainable fishing in the Western Mediterranean, with
France, Spain, and Italy introducing new protections for hake.
Spain also designated 90,000 km? of new MPAs - five of

them proposed by Oceana, based on years of expeditions and
research. At the EU level, we celebrated the adoption of the
Nature Restoration Law -the first binding nature legislation in
over 30 years! This landmark law commits the EU to restoring
20% of its seas by 2030 and 90% by 2050.

PUSHING FOR FAIRER FISHING

If you happened to be in Brussels during Ocean Week, you may
have seen Oceana’s photo exhibition of artisanal fishers outside
the European Parliament. Oceana’s research revealed how

EU countries favour industrial fleets over small-scale fishers,
who receive significantly smaller quotas. The organisation is
calling for greater transparency in quota allocation, and for
more weight to be given to job creation and environmental
performance.

2024 was indeed a successful year, clear proof that science-
based advocacy and strategic campaigning can drive real
change for Europe’s waters. With the support of many allies,
Oceana continues to push for our shared Blue Manifesto -

a roadmap to achieving a healthy ocean by 2030.

@OCEANAEUROPE
@ EUROPE.OCEANA.ORG




OCE AN
PLEDGE

INSPIRING THE NEXT
GENERATION OF OCEAN
GUARDIANS

POWERED BY THE GENEROSITY OF OCEAN FAMILY
FOUNDATION

Thanks to the incredible support of Ocean Family Foundation,
Ocean Pledge has proudly delivered four #VoiceOfTheOceans
Ambassador Courses in the past year, empowering over 40
young South African youth to become passionate advocates for
marine conservation and catalysts for community change.

Fostering a genuine conservation mindset in a developing
country demands more than just knowledge, it requires
connection, opportunity, and purpose. Our flagship
#VoiceOfTheOceans programme is built on three transformative
pillars:

1. EDUCATION & AWARENESS

We expose students to inspiring thought leaders in marine
conservation, covering everything from the critical role of kelp
forests and apex predators to the vast potential of ocean-
based careers as a pathway out of poverty and crime. It’s about
igniting curiosity and possibility.
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2. EMPOWERMENT

In communities where basic survival is a daily concern,
conservation can feel like a distant priority. That's why we equip
our youth with vital soft skills - particularly public speaking - to
build confidence, agency, and employability. These are life-
changing tools that empower participants to find their voice, not
just for the ocean, but for their future.

3. EMOTIONAL CONNECTION

We protect what we love. Yet for many young South Africans,
historic inequalities have severed access to the ocean, breeding
fear and detachment. Our immersive, inclusive experiences aim
to restore that bond, creating moments of awe, discovery, and
joy that foster a deep, emotional connection to the sea and all it
sustains.

With Ocean Family Foundation’s steadfast support, we are
expanding a growing network of youth Ocean Ambassadors -
young leaders equipped not only with knowledge but with the
courage, conviction, and heart to shape a more sustainable and
equitable future for our oceans and communities alike.

@OCEANPLEDGE
(@ OCEANPLEDGE.ORG

Ocean Pledge

Ocean Talks
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OCEAN FAMILY
FOUNDATION HAS
PROUDLY SUPPORTED
BOAT INTERNATIONAL'’S
OCEAN TALKS SINCE 2018

@BOATINTERNATIONAL

@ BOATINTERNATIONAL.COM/
LUXURY-YACHT-EVENTS/OCEAN-TALKS
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OCEANS

WITHOUT BORDERS

Oceans Without Borders (OWB) continues to play a pivotal

role in advancing marine conservation within the Bazaruto
Archipelago National Park (BANP) and Mnemba Island Seascape
through integrated monitoring, community engagement, and
adaptive management. Over the past year, OWB has deepened
its impact across both sites through a combination of science-
led reef restoration, critical habitat assessments, inclusive
education programmes, and innovative socio-economic
initiatives. These efforts have not only responded to the growing
pressures of climate change and resource exploitation but have
also laid the groundwork for long-term ecosystem resilience and
community stewardship.

At Mnemba, momentum has grown around the G20 CORDAP-
supported restoration programme, with coral nurseries
expanding in both shallow and deep waters, and new rangers
and postgraduate students joining the implementation team.

The marine awareness curriculum and socio-economic
baselining further reinforce OWB’s commitment to integrating
science and local knowledge. In BANP, expanded habitat
monitoring, including BRUVS deployments and mangrove
and seagrass assessments, are supporting evidence-based
decision-makings. Community-led catch monitoring and
education initiatives are fostering grassroots conservation
leadership. Together, these efforts highlight OWB'’s holistic,
adaptive approach to seascape-scale conservation, one that
centres ecological restoration, human well-being, and long-term
sustainability.

© @OCEANSWITHOUTBORDERS
@ OoCEANSWB.ORG

Oceans Without Borders
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SAVE THE MED
FOUNDATION (STM) IS
BOLDLY REIMAGINING
HOW WE REGENERATE THE
MEDITERRANEAN SEA’S
UNIQUE BIODIVERSITY

Based in Mallorca, in the heart of the Balearic archipelago,
STM understood early on that marine conservation isn’t just
about science - or even just the sea. It’s about people and
relationships, everywhere. Lasting environmental protection
requires an interconnected, bioregional approach - one that
bridges the land-sea divide, weaves together science, ecology,
culture and policymaking, and is sustained by enduring,
intergenerational stewardship with community participation at
its heart.

To this end, alongside of their work in marine science, species
protection, education and policy advocacy, STM works
hand-in-hand with local communities, partner organizations

Save The Med Foundation

and authorities to pioneer a new model for Mediterranean
regeneration; Areas Under Regeneration (AURS). This
comprehensive approach to bioregional conservation is cutting-
edge as it moves beyond traditional, segregated protections.
Instead, these vital AURs encompass both marine and terrestrial
ecosystems and are restored and safeguarded by the very
communities that depend on them. Through workshops,
participatory governance and community forums, STM and their
partner organisations create spaces where fishermen, scientists,
NGOs, policymakers and residents exchange knowledge,
combining traditional wisdom with modern research and
innovation. These horizontal collaborations fuel community-

led efforts to combat overfishing, pollution and habitat loss,
while shaping policies that protect the Balearic bioregion
long-term. At its core, this approach recognizes a fundamental
truth: healthy seas sustain thriving communities, and thriving
communities are the best guardians of the sea. By supporting
them in becoming stewards of their own waters, STM is
accompanying a growing movement—one that doesn’t just slow
degradation but actively reverses it.

© @SAVETHEMEDFOUNDATION
@ SAVETHEMED.ORG
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SeaQL Lab

SEAQL LAB AT

VIRGINIA TECH IS AN
INTERDISCIPLINARY HUB

IN QUANTITATIVE AND
COMPUTATIONAL ECOLOGY

SeaQL Lab employs cutting-edge methods in statistics and data
science to conduct innovative research on major global change
ecology, fisheries science, and conservation. “SeaQL” stands for
a turning point in marine conservation and sustainability and
highlights our commitment, to writing a bright sequel in the
history of ocean use by embracing the big data revolution and
advances in analytics and ocean technology.

SeaQL Lab research spans from single species to whole
ecosystems, using three main approaches: 1) statistics to figure
out ecological processes from limited and disparate data;

2) computer and data science to supplement missing data
characterizing many ecological systems with creative and less
traditional sources of information; and 3) Big Data, Al and new
technology to solve urgent ocean issues and develop solutions.

SHARKPULSE

Knowledge and data gaps in shark biology, ecology, abundance,
and distribution are among the biggest obstacles to their
conservation. In response, SeaQL Lab has created sharkPulse,
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a crowdsourcing platform automating social network and web
data mining, computer vision, and Al to warehouse online media
and generate the largest database of shark records to date.

This platform aims to transition shark conservation from data
deficiency to big data, providing a model for next-generation
citizen science while promoting science-based conservation and
policy.

WHITE SHARK CHASE

White sharks are endangered in many ocean sectors and, in
the Mediterranean Sea, are among the least known and most
endangered populations. Fishing has severely depleted this
population to Critically Endangered levels, but conservation
is hindered by scarce data on abundance and ecology. We
are addressing this issue with the white shark chase (WSCQ),
an unprecedented initiative to film, tag, and collect important
biological and ecological data on Mediterranean white
sharks. This is done with a highly integrated survey approach,
leveraging cutting-edge marine technology for animal detection,
advanced statistical modelling, and Al. Our goal is to advance
the ecology of MWS to save this population from extinction.

@SHARKPULSEUS
O seaaqL.0RG

SeaQL Lab

THE

SCOTTISH
COASTAL
CLEAN Ur

THE SCOTTISH COASTAL
CLEAN UP (SCCU) IS

AN ENVIRONMENTAL
INITIATIVE FOCUSED

ON TACKLING THE
GROWING PROBLEM OF
MARINE LITTER ALONG
SCOTLAND’S COASTLINES

From plastic waste to discarded fishing gear, this pollution
poses serious threats to wildlife, coastal communities, and
tourism. SCCU supports volunteer-led clean-up operations,
targeting both urban beaches and more inaccessible locations
that can only be reached by boat. Using a small landing-style
vessel, the team can reach these remote areas and remove
significant amounts of debris.

Over the past year, SCCU has carried out clean-ups across
Scotland, including work on 10 islands.

To date, the project has removed over 55 tonnes of rubbish
from Scotland’s shores. SCCU has collaborated with
organisations such as RSPB Scotland, Keep Scotland Beautiful,

the Scottish Islands Federation, and the Scottish Seabird Centre,
increasing its reach and impact. Alongside clean-ups, SCCU

has hosted pop-up stalls at public events, delivered marine
education workshops to primary school children, and been
featured in the Shaping Our Shores documentary.

A key highlight was a three-day exhibition at the Scottish
Parliament, where SCCU engaged with over 40 MSPs to
discuss the serious challenges coastal communities face from
the volume of marine litter to the lack of infrastructure for its
collection, disposal, and recycling. It was also an opportunity to
showcase the value of SCCU’s work in connecting communities
and giving them a unified voice.

Since the Parliament visit, SCCU has continued to build on these
important conversations. We are now working closely with an
MSP and our contacts on a Scottish island we recently visited, to
explore practical solutions for the disposal of collected rubbish.
This ongoing challenge limits the amount of marine litter that
can be removed from many of the islands and less accessible
beaches we work on. By addressing this critical barrier, we aim
to enable more sustainable clean-up efforts and help island
communities protect their coastlines more effectively.

@SCOTTISHCOASTALCLEANUP
@ SCOTTISHCOASTALCLEANUP.CO.UK

The Scottish Coastal Cleanup
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faraocean

explore and share

TARA OCEAN FOUNDATION
IS THE FIRST PUBLIC
INTEREST FOUNDATION IN
FRANCE DEDICATED TO THE
OCEAN

For over 20 years, Tara Ocean Foundation has been striving

for a revolution to preserve Life, convinced that the Ocean is
essential to the equilibrium of our planet. Exploring the Ocean
and sharing scientific discoveries to raise collective awareness is
at the heart of the foundation’s mission. Tara Ocean Foundation
leads scientific expeditions, in partnership with leading
international research laboratories, to study marine biodiversity
and understand the impacts of climate change and pollution.

It raises public awareness, from the younger generation to
political decision-makers. Thanks to its UN Special Observer
Status, the foundation plays an active role in international Ocean
governance.

18 years after the schooner, Tara’s first expedition to the North
Pole, the Tara Ocean Foundation team has imagined and
designed a new scientific programme - on a whole new scale -
to accelerate research on climate and biodiversity in the Arctic:
Tara Polar Station.

22

Climatologists, biologists, physicists, ecologists, glaciologists,
oceanographers, doctors, journalists, artists and sailors will
embark on an extraordinary new adventure to study the Arctic
and its evolution over the next two decades. In this hostile and
very challenging environment, these new explorers will push
the limits of Arctic research, especially in the darkness of polar
winter.

With this research platform especially designed for the Arctic
environment, the Foundation has a state-of-the-art scientific
platform to monitor the Arctic at reasonable operating costs.
The station is planned to be a hub for collaborations bringing
together the international scientific community. This new
scientific exploration will contribute to the deployment in the
Arctic of France’s 2030 Polar Strategy.

From the first expedition, Tara Polaris |, up to 2045, we will

all benefit from the strategic data collected in the Arctic and
shared with all of humanity. We are embarking on an ambitious
journey, fully aware of our generation’s profound responsibility
to shape a sustainable future.

@FONDATIONTARAOCEAN
@ FONDATIONTARAOCEAN.ORG

Tara Ocean Foundation

TRASH
HERO

WORLD

TRASH HERO IS A GLOBAL
VOLUNTEER NETWORK
THAT DRIVES CHANGE
WITHIN COMMUNITIES
WORLDWIDE, MOTIVATING
AND SUPPORTING THEM
TO CLEAN AND REDUCE
PLASTIC WASTE

Operating in 103 locations across 15 countries, the core
programmes; Action and Awareness, Trash Hero Kids, and Trash
Hero Communities, drive tangible change.

Action and Awareness is a regular community cleanup run by
volunteers that builds trust and enables further initiatives that
prevent waste. In 2024, volunteers from the global network
organised 2,466 cleanups, mobilising 46,501 volunteers,
including 17,036 kids and collecting 105.2 tonnes of trash.

Trash Hero Kids nurtures children’s environmental connection
through engaging activities that highlight their “super hero”
potential. In 2024, the programme globally welcomed 585
recruits, with an additional 55,401 children participating in 70
special education events.

Trash Hero Communities focuses on local zero-waste projects
and advocacy. In 2024, volunteers worldwide organised or
joined 173 community events, engaging over 13,500 people on
plastic pollution solutions.

Trash Hero

The Trash Hero free water refill network, established in 2014,
has distributed 111,068 reusable bottles, preventing the use of
at least 42.5 million single-use plastic bottles*. As of December
2024, the network has 579 refill partners.

We are grateful to Ocean Family Foundation for their support.

STORIES FROM OUR GLOBAL NETWORK:

INDONESIA: Trash Hero Jakarta contributed to Jakarta’s SDG
progress by presenting zero-waste solutions at a public forum
and to key members of the Secretariat.

MALAYSIA: Trash Hero Tuaran inspired over 350 students
at a STEM carnival with their zero-waste and kids’ programme
booth.

THAILAND: Trash Hero Langsuan visited a local hospital to
teach the staff about environmental health and waste separation
as part of a project to promote sustainable communities

SWITZERLAND: 83 middle schoolers in Ennetblrgen joined
Trash Hero Kids, learning about conscious consumption.

VIETNAM: Following a Trash Hero Da Nang presentation, a
local business gifted 2,000 employees with reusable bottles.

*Based on 1 use per day for a year (365 bottles saved per
reusable bottle) + an assumed 5 refills per refill point from 2023.

@TRASHHEROWORLD
@ TRASHHERO.ORG
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UJ Two Oceans Aquarium

+*SFOUNDATION

THE TURTLE
CONSERVATION CENTRE
AT THE TWO OCEANS
AQUARIUMIN CAPE TOWN,
SOUTH AFRICA, HAS
GROWN FROM HUMBLE
BEGINNINGS IN THE 1990S
TO BECOME THE LEADING
TURTLE REHABILITATION
CENTRE ON THE AFRICAN
CONTINENT TODAY

The Centre is an integral pillar of the Two Oceans Aquarium
Foundation and is run by a passionate team of marine biologists,
veterinary staff and animal behaviourists carrying out rescue,
rehabilitation and release of several species of endangered and
critically endangered sea turtles. Over 1,300 young loggerheads
have been successfully treated and released to date.

2024 was an unprecedented year when the Centre’s Turtle
Rescue Network rescued over 600 stranded turtle hatchlings
due to inclement weather across the Western Cape; hatchlings
were emaciated, injured, and in dire need of care and treatment.
The number of admissions far exceeded the average 150 to 200
hatchlings the Centre anticipates annually, and their successful
care and release was made possible by the incredible support of
funders and volunteers.

24

The first decade of a turtle’s life is known as the Lost Years due
to the lack of understanding of where and how a turtle spends
its time in this decade, and in October 2024 a bold step was
taken to garner critical information. A collaborative team of
researchers from the Two Oceans Aquarium Foundation and
Upwell skippered a boat into the swift Agulhas Current, the
southwest boundary current of the Indian Ocean on the east
coast of South Africa.

There, 12 tiny loggerhead turtles with satellite tags attached
to their carapace (top shells) were released in an effort to
understand how these turtles are using this oceanic highway.

An extraordinary team of partners have assembled to track
these tiny turtles and the data gathered reveals valuable insight
into how rehabilitation efforts can benefit juvenile turtles after
being stranded. These tracks also add valuable information

to the growing body of evidence showing that young turtles
actively swim and do not just drift passively in oceanic currents.

Looking ahead, the newest project underway is the construction
of a dedicated multi-functional facility for the Turtle
Conservation Centre, currently housed in the Two Oceans
Aquarium. The new centre set for completion at the end of 2027
will include a turtle rehabilitation hospital, education facilities,
ample space for exhibition displays, public viewing access of
behind-the-scenes rehabilitation work, and will be the primary
training site for turtle conservation organisations across Africa.

@AQUARIUMFOUNDATION
@ AQUARIUM.CO.ZA/FOUNDATION

Two Oceans Aquarium Foundation
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RESTORING THE UK’S
MARINE BIODIVERSITY

As part of our commitment to sustainability, UKSA has created
the Isle of Wight'’s first oyster nursery in partnership with the Blue
Marine Foundation, supported by Cowes Harbour Commission.

This innovative Oyster Regeneration Project supports marine
restoration by breeding and growing native oysters in high
densities within baskets suspended beneath our pontoons.
These nurseries provide a safe environment for juvenile oysters
to mature and begin breeding, releasing millions of larvae into
the Solent. The baskets also offer refuge for other vital marine
species including endangered European eels, young seahorse,
and seabass.

Oysters are ecosystem engineers that deliver significant
environmental benefits. Each oyster can filter up to 200 litres of
water per day, improving water quality and clarity.
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In addition, oyster beds provide a natural defence against coastal
erosion by stabilising sediment and dampening wave energy.
With over 85% of oyster beds and reef habitats lost worldwide,
restoring this vital species, classified as a priority in the UK’s
Biodiversity Action Plan, is an urgent global challenge.

By hosting this project on our waterfront campus and maintaining
it onsite, UKSA gains a unique platform to educate and inspire
the next generation. Our students learn first-hand about ocean
health, biodiversity, and the importance of marine conservation.
As we train the future stewards of our oceans, sailors, maritime
professionals, and marine advocates, we are committed to
ensuring that our seas, coasts, and waterways will remain
protected and thriving for generations to come.

@UKSASAILING
@ uksA.orG

UKSA
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WORLDRISE

OCEAN POSITIVE PEOPLE

Worldrise is a non-profit organisation that has been working
for over a decade to effectively conserve the Italian seas by
fostering positive change that (re)connects people to the
sea, raises awareness about its importance, and translates
into collective commitment to its preservation. The NGO has
become both a national and international reference point
and a best practice example thanks to the value, impact, and
innovation of its marine conservation projects, which include:

SEATY: Local Marine Conservation and Education Areas:

To safeguard stretches of sea with exceptional natural value,
Worldrise developed a conservation model that blends
environmental education, community engagement, and
sustainable economic development. In July 2024, a fourth
SEATY was launched on the Island of Salina, Sicily: a “marine
city” where residents and tourists are guided daily on a journey
to discover the sea and learn how to take care of it, through
free activities and an informative signage trail both on land and
underwater. Over 54,000 people have been directly involved in
these free awareness and nature-connection experiences.

30X30 ITALIA ALLIANCE: What began as a campaign

in 2020 has grown into a national alliance of over 60
environmental organisations, institutions, and citizens working
to effectively protect at least 30% of Italy’s seas by 2030.

Worldrise

As part of this effort, in 2024 Worldrise in collaboration with
the European Commission Representation in Italy, launched the
scientific outreach tour “Un Mare di Centri: Together for the
Future of the Sea.” Involving hundreds of people all over the
country, this national tour helped raise awareness of key marine
issues and the importance of achieving the 30x30 goal.

EDUCATIONAL PROJECTS AND MPA CAMPUSES:
Worldrise believes that the future of our Blue Planet lies in the
hands of the younger generations. For this reason, we design
interactive and creative educational programmes for primary
and secondary schools, involving both students and teachers.
Moreover, we offer university students and recent graduates
fully-funded scholarships to develop hands-on skills for the
effective management of Marine Protected Areas (MPASs),
guided by leading experts. So far, 142 scholarships have been
awarded, with more set to launch this year.

Join Worldrise’s wave of change to make the difference for the
future of the sea!

@WORLDRISE_OFFICIAL
@ WORLDRISE.ORG_EN
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YACHTS FOR

& SCIENCE

EXPLORING THE DEPTHS:
YACHTS FOR SCIENCE
RESEARCH EXPEDITIONS

At Yachts for Science, we connect world-class researchers

with private vessels, facilitating groundbreaking ocean science
and exploration that provides the crucial data to support
conservation initiatives. This year at Ocean Talks, we are proud
to showcase two pioneering research projects that demonstrate
the power of collaboration between science and yachting.

STUDYING HUMPBACK WHALE BREEDING GROUNDS
- DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Aboard the Bering yacht Papillon, Blue Marine Foundation’s Dan
Crockett led an expedition focused on the breeding grounds

of humpback whales. Utilising environmental DNA (eDNA)
testing, the research aimed to identify genetic markers within
seawater samples to better understand whale populations,
migratory patterns, and habitat use. These findings are crucial
for conservation efforts, helping to protect one of the ocean’s
most iconic species.

This expedition was part of a broader initiative to expand
marine protected areas in the Dominican Republic, including
Silver Bank, the world’s largest breeding ground for humpback
whales. The research team, supported by Mission Blue and
other conservation groups, gathered critical data to aid in the
protection of these waters, ensuring a sustainable future for
marine biodiversity.

Yachts For Science

ARCTIC SEAFLOOR BIODIVERSITY - SVALBARD

Dr. Paige Maroni embarked on two separate voyages aboard MV
Freya with Secret Atlas, conducting vital Arctic research around
Svalbard. Her work examined the biodiversity of the Arctic
seafloor, revealing that even the most extreme environments
teem with life. The research contributes to broader studies on
climate change, ecosystem shifts, and the delicate balance of
marine species in the polar region.

Her findings challenged the assumption that isolated, harsh
environments have less life. Instead, her research revealed
that the Arctic seafloor is rich in biodiversity due to abundant
nutrients from upwelling currents, seasonal phytoplankton
blooms, and ice algae. These discoveries underscore the
importance of protecting Arctic ecosystems and ensuring
continued scientific exploration in these remote regions.

Through these unique expeditions, Yachts for Science continues
to bridge the worlds of yachting and scientific discovery.

These efforts demonstrate that the private vessel fleet, with its
passionate owners and crew, has immense potential to shape
the future of ocean science.

@YACHTSFORSCIENCE
@ YACHTSFORSCIENCE.COM
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ENGAGE WITH US

SCAN THE QR CODE TO RECEIVE THE LATEST
UPDATES AND OCEAN STORIES FROM OUR TEAM

@® OCEANFAMILYFOUNDATION.ORG
© HELLO@OCEANFAMILYFOUNDATION.ORG
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